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Re. Waste Water Injection

The issue before you now is the permit for the Lahina Hawaii UIC permit. However, i s now
prudent if not critical that all saurces of waste and stomn water flows in the state of Hawaii, be
reviewed before permits of any (vpe ane approved for waste and storm waters.
Unfortunately, poound water i Hawail 1s seen as similar and regulated as For most ground
waters in the mainland. Hawaii is very unlike the mainland. Yoo the Hawail Department of
health continues to disconnect ground water from sea water as a matter of policy (that atlempts to
defv gravity . " As a maue of policy. DOLL has ¢hosen 1o have all underground itjection
discharges regulated under our UIC program and not under the NFDES permil program”, [.. Lua,
Deputy Dir [OH 4-20-2003,
The Clean Water Act provides strong regulatory guidance for point souree and hydrological
conneetions to the waters af the 1S, Thus in Hawaii the LIIC is not appropriate given the
hydrolopic facts. [is appropriate (o apply the NIPDES process (o all injection wells and sumps in
Hiwail.
Cven a casual read of Iydrology of the Hawailan [slands by Lau and Mink. 2006 Univ of
Hawaii Press, shows very clearly that sca water permeales the lund masses of the island and rain
cvienls pereolate to sca level under the island and float on sea water.  The hydoologic head
creates a seaward flow of ground water, T'he UUSGS estimates of ground water flow to the sca
reach 3 WIGD per mile of coastline. These waters are already nutrient rich and the impact of
marginal additions are becoming perilous W the neur shore waters,  Even in the most remote non
urban areas we measure mitrates at 18 PPMW and above in the very near shore brackish waters
Any and all wawrs added o the water shed, be it slorm water, waste waters injected or waste
waters eventually migrate to the sea. Lau and Mink state, .. the coastal waters summounding the
islands will continue o be the ultimate sink lor waste waters, directly or indireetly.”
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The work by Charles Hunt of the USGS in Honolulu on the Kihei Injection well clear shows the
distinet hydrologic connection that in effeet is an underground diffuser delivering murient,
chemical and pharmaceutical wastes Lo the near shore waters. The out sight out of mind de facto
policy, threatens the ecology and economy of the islands.

As detailed the the most recent NRC report

httpedwwwl natiomalacademies.orgdonpinews/newsiten_asps ?Record]D— 1 2465

EPA policies are not adequate to address the ¢ontrol of water pollution from storm waler run oft,
This is eritically true (or the very The effects of this water contamination and nutrien? ennchment
add to the waste water (ows {rom any permitted and non permitted waste waters, The additive
effects need 10 be avcounted and the marginal impacts estimated, W appcear (o have already
tipped the ecological restlience of near shore ecology as nutrient loads nourish invasive species,
All efforts shoadd now focus on nutrient and pelluant diversion and capiure in the watershed!

This is the focus of Coastal Zone Management Act. Thus all waste waters should be treated for
maximum nulrient removal and recyeled via cargfully munaged trigation prograims,

There are bundreds if not thousands of injection wells in the state of Huwail, A large proponion
have expired permits and the composition of the injected wastes is largely unknown and is
clearly the case for Flawaii island as revealed by my research.

We urge that no long term permits for underground injection be issued pending review of the
regional and statewide UlC and NI'S polhution threats to our near shore walers, The single focus,
permit by permit revicw process 1s no longer adequate to protect the coastal resource and the lite
hlnad of MMawai't nei,

Sincetely

RH Bennett PhD





